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INTRODUCTION 

 

Using This Publication 
 
This publication, the Comprehensive Practice Examination 

Guide, provides detailed information about the 
Comprehensive Practice examination leading to the 
Certified Safety Professional

®
, or CSP

®
,
 
credential.

1
  A 

companion publication to this document, the CSP 

Application Guide, provides information on the 
qualifications for earning the CSP credential and the 
application process.  You may download this publication as 
well as the CSP Application Guide from the Board of 
Certified Safety Professionals (BCSP) web site at 
www.bcsp.org/downloads, or you may contact the BCSP 
office to obtain free hard copies.  Note that there is a first 
examination leading to the CSP credential, the Safety 
Fundamentals examination.  If you need information on the 
Safety Fundamentals examination, be sure to obtain a copy 
of the Safety Fundamentals Examination Guide. 
 
An overview of the Comprehensive Practice examination is 
presented in this publication along with its respective 
examination blueprint.  Sample items typical of the 
Comprehensive Practice examination are presented in 
subsequent sections with solutions and explanations.  A 
section of this publication explains how to prepare for the 
Comprehensive Practice examination.  There is a section 
describing computer-delivered examinations and the 
procedures used at the computer test centers.  The BCSP 

Examination Reference is also shown, and it is the same as 
the online version you will use at the test center. 
 
The CSP Process 

 

The process of earning the CSP credential is summarized in 
the following paragraphs. 
 
Complete and submit application materials.  BCSP will 
review your application materials to determine whether you 
have met the academic and experience requirements and 
are eligible for the Comprehensive Practice examination.  If 
you are eligible, BCSP will inform you of the length of 
your eligibility period and the expiration date of your 
eligibility. 
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Register to take the Comprehensive Practice examination 
leading to the interim CSP credential.  Anytime during 
your eligibility period, you may register with BCSP to take 
the Comprehensive Practice examination.  After you 
register and pay for a Comprehensive Practice examination 
authorization, BCSP will (1) notify the examination 
delivery service provider that you are an authorized 
Comprehensive Practice examination candidate and (2) 
inform you how long you have to make an appointment and 
to complete the Comprehensive Practice examination.  You 
will not need to complete any additional applications for 
continuing to the CSP as long as your do not allow your 
eligibility to expire. 
 
Make an appointment to take your examination at a test 

center near you, and sit for your examination at the 

scheduled time.  BCSP's examination delivery service 
provider has hundreds of test centers located around the 
world that are open every business day (most also have 
weekend and holiday hours). Your examination will be 
delivered to you on a computer at the test center.  You will 
receive your unofficial result as soon as you log off the test 
center's computer system.  In most cases, BCSP will send 
you your official result within three weeks after you take 
your examination. 
 
If you fail the examination and you are still eligible for the 
examination, you may register and pay for another 
Comprehensive Practice examination authorization as soon 
as you receive your official examination result from BCSP.  
However, if you fail the examination, you should try to 
enhance your knowledge of the subject material before you 
retake the examination in order to increase the likelihood of 
passing it. 
 
Complete all requirements for the CSP credential.  After 
completing all of the requirements, BCSP will award you 
use of the CSP credential. 
 
Pay an annual renewal fee.  The CSP credential is 
awarded on an annual basis.  Those holding this credential 
must pay an annual fee in order to retain the use of this 
credential. 
 
Meet Continuance of Certification requirements.  Those 
holding the CSP credential must remain up-to-date with 
changes in professional practice by compiling 25 
Continuance of Certification points every five years. 
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The CSP Credential 
 
The CSP credential is awarded to ASPs who subsequently 
pass the Comprehensive Practice examination and meet the 
requirements to achieve and retain the credential. 
 
Certified Safety Professionals are: 

 

• Respected by other safety professionals. 

• Honored by the safety profession. 

• Preferred or required by many employers of safety 
professionals. 

• Required in many government and private contracts. 

• Paid on the average about $17,000 more per year
2
 than 

safety professionals without certification. 

• Likely to fill more responsible management and 
executive positions than those without the CSP 
credential. 

 
The CSP credential: 

 

• Is held by about 75% of the leaders in the safety 
profession. 

• Is cited in federal, state, and local laws, regulations, 
and standards. 

• Is recognized by U.S. and foreign safety and health 
organizations. 

• Adds $150 million annually to the salary base of the 
safety profession. 

 
Recipients of the CSP credential receive: 

 

• The authority to use the Certified Safety Professional 
title and the CSP credential. 

• A wall certificate showing their achievement. 

• An annual wallet card showing their title and 
qualifications. 

• A personalized BCSP certification announcement. 

• The BCSP Newsletter. 

• The BCSP Annual Report. 

• Representation for promoting and protecting the CSP 
credential. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 Source: “ASSE Compensation Survey: A Summary Report,” 

American Society of Safety Engineers, 2004. 

Definitions  
 
A safety professional is one who applies the expertise 
gained from a study of safety science, principles, practices, 
and other subjects and from professional safety experience 
to create or develop procedures, processes, standards, 
specifications, and systems to achieve optimal control or 
reduction of the hazards and exposures that may harm 
people, property, or the environment. 
 
Professional safety experience, as interpreted by BCSP, 
must be the primary function of a position and account for 
at least 50% of the position's responsibility. Professional 
safety experience involves analysis, synthesis, 
investigation, evaluation, research, planning, design, 
administration, and consultation to the satisfaction of peers, 
employers, and clients in the prevention of harm to people, 
property, and the environment.  Professional safety 
experience differs from nonprofessional safety experience 
in the degree of responsible charge and the ability to defend 
analytical approaches and recommendations for 
engineering or administrative controls. 
 
A Certified Safety Professional,

 
or CSP, is a safety 

professional who has met and continues to meet all 
requirements established by BCSP and is authorized by 
BCSP to use the Certified Safety Professional title and the 
CSP credential. 
 
An Associate Safety Professional, or ASP, is a temporary 
designation awarded by BCSP. This designation describes 
an individual who has met the academic requirements for 
the CSP credential and has passed the Comprehensive 
Practice examination, the first of two examinations leading 
to the CSP credential. 
 
A Graduate Safety Practitioner, or GSP, is a temporary 
designation awarded by BCSP. This designation describes 
an individual who has graduated from an independently 
accredited academic program meeting BCSP’s standards. 
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About BCSP 

 
BCSP was organized in 1969 as a peer certification board. 
Its purpose is to certify practitioners in the safety 
profession.  The specific functions of the Board are to: 
 

• Evaluate the academic and professional experience 
qualifications of safety professionals. 

• Administer examinations. 

• Issue certifications to those professionals who meet the 
Board's criteria and successfully pass required 
examinations. 

 
In 1968, the American Society of Safety Engineers studied 
the issue of certification for safety professionals and 
recommended the formation of a professional certification 
program.  This recommendation led to establishing BCSP 
in July 1969.  The BCSP governing Board consists of 13 
directors who represent the breadth and depth of safety, 
health, and environmental practice, as well as the public.  
Six of the directors are nominated to a pool by professional 
membership organizations affiliated with BCSP.  The 
professional membership organizations currently affiliated 
with BCSP are the following. 
 

• American Industrial Hygiene Association 

• American Society of Safety Engineers 

• Institute of Industrial Engineers 

• National Fire Protection Association 

• National Safety Council 

• Society of Fire Protection Engineers 

• System Safety Society 
 
BCSP has issued the CSP credential to over 20,000 people, 
and over 11,000 currently maintain their CSP certification. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
 

 

 

 

Accreditation 

 
The Certified Safety Professional credential meets or 
exceeds the highest national and international accreditation 
and personnel certification standards for certification 
bodies. 
•

 

National Accreditation 

• National Commission for Certifying Agencies
4
 

                                                 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    4 National Commission for Certifying Agencies, 2025 M Street  
                                                                                                                                      NW, Suite 800, Washington DC 20036; Phone: 202-367-1165; Web: 
                                                                                                                                      www.noca.org/ncca/ncca.htm. 
 












































