
WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE FOR MAKING THE
EXAMINATION CHANGE?

Once CCHEST approves a candidate�s application and formally
notifies the candidate that he or she is eligible to sit for the
examination, the candidate must purchase an examination
authorization from CCHEST.  A candidate will then be
registered to take the examination based on either the old
blueprint or the new blueprint.  The date that the candidate
purchased the examination authorization determines whether
the candidate will receive an examination based on the old
or new blueprint.

Candidates who purchase an examination authorization from
CCHEST before July 1, 2005, will receive an examination
based on the old blueprint.  Candidates who purchase an
examination authorization from CCHEST on or after July 1,
2005, will receive an examination based on the new blueprint.

WILL THE STYLE OF EXAMINATION ITEMS BE
DIFFERENT?

Examination items will continue to be multiple-choice with
four choices.  Only one choice will be the correct answer.

HOW WILL CCHEST IMPLEMENT THE CHANGES?

Basic Rule for New Examination Authorization
Purchases
Candidates who properly purchase a new CHST examination
authorization before July 1, 2005, will take a CHST
examination based on the old blueprint.  Candidates who
properly purchase a new CHST examination authorization
on or after July 1, 2005, will take a CHST examination based
on the new blueprint.

Basic Rule for 60-day Examination Extensions
Regardless of when a candidate purchases a 60-day
examination extension, the candidate will receive a CHST
examination based on the blueprint that the candidate
initially purchased.

Basic Rule for Failing Candidates
A candidate who attempts and fails the CHST examination
on or after July 1, 2005, must take an examination based on
the new blueprint when the candidate purchases a new
examination authorization.

WILL ONE NEED TO PREPARE FOR THE
EXAMINATION DIFFERENTLY?

While candidates will need to prepare for some changes in
examination subjects, there should be no changes in how
candidates prepare.  The best approach is for candidates to
evaluate the portions of the examination that are their strong
areas and those that are their weak areas.  The candidate
will have to get enough items correct to meet or exceed the
passing score.  Most likely, candidates will have to study
most in their weaker areas.  Candidates will not likely improve
their scores by simply retaking the examination.  Study in
weaker areas is important.

Candidates should consider using the CHST Self-assessment
Examination to help identify their strengths and weaknesses
and to get a feel for the CHST examination.  A new self-
assessment examination edition reflecting the new CHST
examination blueprint is available.

WHAT WILL CHANGE ON CHST EXAMINATIONS?

The newest CHST validation study will result in two main
changes to the CHST examination.  First, the structure will
change from subject-based to function-based.  The old CHST
examination is based on the general subject areas needed
in construction safety and health practice and the topics within
each general subject area.  The new examination will be
structured around the major functions of construction safety
and health practice along with the tasks within each function.
Examination items will cover the knowledge and skills needed
within each task.

Second, there are some content changes.  While most of the
knowledge and skills needed for construction safety and
health practice remain the same, there is one significant
content change on the new examination related to
professional responsibility.

Changes in Structure
A major and noticeable change involves the examination
blueprint structure.  The old CHST examination is structured
around major and minor subjects that CHSTs need to know.
The new examination blueprint is structured around the
functions and tasks that CHSTs perform.  However, within
each task are the knowledge and skills required to perform
those functions and tasks.
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As a result, the structure has little impact on the physical
examination content, since items are still written for
knowledge and skills.

Changes in Content
The new validation study resulted in a blueprint with more
specific knowledge and skill statements with which CHST
candidates must demonstrate competence.  The old blueprint
was more generic in its approach to knowledge and skill
statements.  These more specific statements allow CHST
candidates to more precisely prepare for the examination.

Domain 4 (Professional Responsibility) is a new domain in
the new CHST examination blueprint.  CHST candidates must
demonstrate an understanding of ethical issues and the
requirements of maintaining the CHST certification.

WHAT IS A VALIDATION STUDY?

A validation study assesses what people in an area of
construction safety and health do in their jobs.  The results
are used to structure examinations for that profession.  By
linking the examination contents to what the practitioners
do, the examination will have content validity.

WHY IS A VALIDATION STUDY NEEDED?

An examination used to assess professional competency is
not a fair examination unless the examination contents reflect
what people in practice actually do.

National accreditation standards for peer certifications require
that examination contents be validated periodically against
the practice the examination intends to measure.

The full CHST validation study is available on the CCHEST
web site at www.cchest.org.  The CHST 2004 Technical
Report (Role Delineation Study) is located on the Downloads
page.
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Table 1. Old CHST Blueprint and Examination Specification
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Table 2. New CHST Blueprint and Examination Specification

4



Table 2. New CHST Blueprint and Examination Specification (con�t)
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Table 2. New CHST Blueprint and Examination Specification (con�t)
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Table 2. New CHST Blueprint and Examination Specification (con�t)
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Table 2. New CHST Blueprint and Examination Specification (con�t)
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